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Author Biography

Kathleen O'Neal Gear is a former state historian and archaeologist for
Wyoming, Kansas, and Nebraska for the U.S. Department of the Interior.
She has twice received the federal government's Special Advancement
Award for "outstanding management” of our nation's cultural heritage.

W. Michael Gear, who holds a master's degree in archaeology, has worked
as a professional archaeologist since 1978. He is currently principal
investigator for Wind River Archaeological Consultants.

About the book

With People of the Mist, we go to Chesapeake Bay six hundred years ago,
when the unprovoked and brutal murder of a young woman on the eve of
her wedding threatens to turn the entire Algonquin Nation against itself in a
brutal war that could destroy them. No ordinary woman, Red Knot was the
heir to the Greenstone clan and the future leader of the independent
villages. Her death has shattered all alliances and left a power void which
several ambitious clan chiefs see as their destiny to fill. The very air
vibrates with the drums and war cries of the rallying warriors.

Into the eye of this brewing storm steps the bitter old man they call The
Panther. Feared as a sorcerer, The Panther is the only one with the power
to demand to be heard by all. But as he digs deeper into the ever-thickening
web of lies surrounding the murder, and uncovers darker, more deeply
rooted secrets, he fears there may be no words to stop the impending
bloodshed.
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The People Series

In November of 1986, Michael and Kathleen went to work for several weeks
on the I-70 expansion project in Utah. This section of Interstate was built
across the San Rafael swell from Green River to Richmond. Good friends
Bill Davis and Debbie Westfall, of Abajo Archaeology, out of Bluff directed
the project. It was after Michael and Kathleen's return to the cabin that Tor
editor, Michael Seidman, called to ask about what the project had
uncovered. After hearing about Fremont pit houses, gaming balls, pinion
caches, and archaic house pits, he asked what it would take for Michael
and Kathleen to collaborate on a novel that chronicled the migration of
humans into North America, followed different characters across time,
incorporated the origins of different Native language groups, and ended
with the arrival of the Europeans in the Fifteenth Century.

Could the Gears do that in say, six hundred and fifty pages?

Sure. It breaks down to over two hundred years per page, includes the
origins of hundreds of languages, and incredible climatic and
environmental change; but - the Gear's maintained - as long as Tor didn't
mind if the novel read like the phone book, no problem. As the vastness of
the project dawned on Mike Seidman, it was decided that it would take a
minimum of six novels to give even a hint of North America's complex and
lengthy cultural prehistory.

People of the Wolf was a success. With over a million copies sold, it is still
the volume bookstores find hardest to keep on the shelves. The Gears are
often asked which of the "People" books is their favourite. The answer?
Each one of them. Every novel is different and unique. Some are mysteries,
some are thrillers, some are romances, some are fantasies, some are war
stories, some are epics, but each is based on the best archaeological and
ethnographic information as well as oral traditions available at the time of
writing. A complete bibliography is included for those who wish to go to
the scientific data and read the actual field reports and monographs.

The authors are often asked if the books have to be read in any kind of
order. The answer is no. A time line was provided in the later books to give
readers an idea of when the novel is set during the last fifteen thousand
years and where in the continent the action takes place.
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