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Tale Of Two Cities

By Charles Dickens 

Author Biography
This world-famous author, born in 1812, was the son of a clerk in the Navy 
office. His irresponsible parents ran into great debt and when Dickens was 
twelve he was put to work in a factory when his father was placed in a 
debtors’ prison. Dickens’ intense misery in this place made a profound 
impression on him and he drew greatly upon this experience in his novels. 
At the age of fifteen, Dickens began work as an office boy and then became 
a reporter of debates in the Houses of Parliament. He started writing for 
several journals and achieved success with a series of articles called 
Sketches by Boz. His first novel, The Pickwick Papers, published in serial 
form, became very popular and Dickens became a celebrity.

In 1836, he married Catherine Hogarth, his publisher’s daughter. Oliver 
Twist, again written in serial form, was published between 1837 and 1839.
A steady stream of novels followed, about twenty in all. Dickens lived an 
extraordinarily active life; writing his novels and editing magazines aside, 
he championed a variety of social causes, among them the abolition of 
slavery and capital punishment, and the reform of prostitutes. He staged 
numerous theatrical productions and from 1858 onwards, he travelled 
through England and America, giving public readings of his novels. By the 
late 1850s, Dickens’ marriage was in serious trouble and he separated from 
his wife in 1858, having become involved with the actress Ellen Ternan. 
Dickens died suddenly in 1870, a writer who had achieved admiration and 
acclaim in a way no other novelist had done before.

About the book
Charles Dickens wrote this story about the French Revolution in 1859. The 
story begins in the last decades of the eighteenth century, when the poor 
and oppressed of France were at last beginning to plan the downfall of the 
aristocracy.
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Young French aristocrat Charles Darnay, disgusted by his family ’s 
treatment of poor people, renounces his inheritance and goes to England, 
where he  marries a young woman called Lucy Manett. Meanwhile in Paris, 
there are two powerful revolutionary figures, Monsieur and Madame 
Defarge, who hate Darnay’s aristocratic family. And when Darnay returns 
to Paris on an errand of mercy, in 1789 during the French Revolution, the 
Defarges are determined that he will die on the guillotine. But there is 
another man called Sydney Carton, who also loves Lucy Manette. He loves 
her so much that he will do anything in order to save the man she loves ...
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