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Author Biography

Anne Perry was born Juliet Hulme on October 28, 1938 in England. The
daughter of Dr. Henry Hulme, an English physicist, she was diagnosed with
tuberculosis as as child and sent to the Caribbean and South Africa in an
attempt to improve her health. She rejoined her family when her father took
a position as Rector of the University of Canterbury in New Zealand.
Together with her school friend Pauline Parker, Juliet murdered Pauline's
mother in June 1954. The girls stood trial in Christchurch in 1954, and were
found guilty on August 29 of that year. Too young to be considered for the
death penalty they were convicted and sentenced to be "detained at Her
Majesty's Pleasure". They were released five years later on condition that
they were never to meet or contact each other again. These events formed
the basis for the 1994 film Heavenly Creatures, in which Kate Winslet
portrayed teenaged Juliet Hulme. After being released from prison, Juliet
spent time in England and the United States, but she settled in Scotland
and legally changed her name to Anne Perry (Perry being the name of her
stepfather).

About the book

This twenty-first novel in the Thomas Pitt series takes place in 1892. It
begins with a trial in which Pitt's testimony results in the conviction of a
wealthy and important man, John Adinett, for the murder of Martin Fetters,
a distinguished antiquarian who was his friend, even though no motive can
be found and Adinett denies the crime. Adinett's friends in high places, the
powerful Inner Circle, exert pressure. Pitt is removed from his position as
Superintendent of the Bow Street Station and transferred to the Special
Branch in the East End of London, a clandestine force that is mysterious
even to Pitt's boss, Assistant Commissioner Cornwallis. Implicit in his
assignment is the requirement that he work undercover in a factory in
Whitechapel, one of the worst slums in the East End.
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With help from his former sergeant, Pitt begins to uncover evidence of a
political conspiracy that will explain why Adinett killed Fetters. In
Whitechapel, Pitt becomes involved in the investigation of other murders,
and another conspiracy, connected perhaps to the people around the

Prince of Wales.

Website: nttp:/www.anneperry.net/
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