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By Fannie Flagg

Author Biography

Born Patricia Neal in 1941 in Birmingham Alabama, Fannie Flagg was a
comedian and actress in film and television before becoming a writer. She
starred in programmes such as Candid Camera, films such as Grease and
on Broadway in the Best Little Whorehouse in Texas. Her first novel, Daisy
Fay and the Miracle Man (aka Coming Attractions), was developed from a
short story written for a writing contest in 1978. She was approached to
expand it into a full length novel but was reluctant because of her poor
spelling and grammar. Her second novel, Fried Green Tomatoes at the
Whistle Stop Café, was made into the movie Fried Green Tomatoes for
which she received an Academy Award nomination for best screenplay.
Described by one critic as a shamelessly sentimental writer she
nevertheless has a gift of entertainment but also writes with a social
conscience. Her novels have underlying threads covering issues such as
race, discrimination, equal rights and in the case of Can't Wait to get to
Heaven - eternal life.

About the book

"Combining southern warmth with unabashed emotion and side-splitting
hilarity, Fannie Flagg takes readers back to EImwood Springs, Missouri,
where the most unlikely and surprising experiences of a high-spirited
octogenarian inspire a town to ponder the age-old question: Why are we
here?

Life is the strangest thing. One minute, Mrs. Elner Shimfissle is up in her
tree, picking figs, and the next thing she knows, she is off on an adventure
she never dreamed of, running into people she never in a million years
expected to meet.
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Meanwhile, back home, Elner's nervous, high-strung niece Norma faints
and winds up in bed with a cold rag on her head; Elner's neighbor Verbena
rushes immediately to the Bible; her truck driver friend, Luther Griggs, runs
his eighteen-wheeler into a ditch - and the entire town is thrown for a loop
and left wondering, “What is life all about, anyway?”

Except for Tot Whooten, who owns Tot's Tell It Like It Is Beauty Shop. Her
main concern is that the end of the world might come before she can
collect her social security.

In this comedy-mystery, those near and dear to Elner discover something
wonderful: Heaven is actually right here, right now, with people you love,
neighbors you help, friendships you keep. Can't Wait to Get to Heaven is
proof once more that Fannie Flagg “was put on this earth to write”
(Southern Living), spinning tales as sweet and refreshing as iced tea on a
summer day, with a little extra kick thrown in".

Website:

www.randomhouse.com/features/fannieflagg/readinggroups.htmi

Other titles:

Novels
Daisy Fay and the Miracle Man (1981)
aka Coming Attractions
Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Cafe (1987)
Welcome to the World, Baby Girl! (1998)
Standing in the Rainbow (2002)
A Redbird Christmas (2004)
Can't Wait to Get to Heaven (2006)

Non fiction
Fannie Flagg's Original Whistlestop Cafe Cookbook (1993)
Original Whistle Stop Cafe Cookbook (1995)
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